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e About the CoursePage 
Europe’s Empires emerged between the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and by the time of the 
Great War/First World War, the European empire controlled more than 85% of the rest of the 
globe. The extent and duration of the European empire and its disintegration after the Second 
World War have led to widespread interest in colonial and postcolonial society and culture. 
Postcolonial Studies addresses these interests. It is a vital multidisciplinary field, encompassing 
literature, sociology, anthropology, history, philosophy, and political science. Postcolonial 
theory, therefore, is inherently interdisciplinary and multicultural. Heavily influenced by Marxism, 
feminism, postmodernism, and psychoanalysis, it explores questions of subject formation, 
power relationships, representation, racial and gender constitution, resistance to domination, 
etc. in the contexts of colonialism and its afterward mutations. 


This course will examine postcolonial literature with special attention to historical specificity. We 
will explore diverse texts and important authors who produce postcolonial literature. We will 
engage the major issues and themes that dominate postcolonial novels. We will wrestle with 
questions such as: What is Postcolonial literature? What sets it apart? What are the major 
issues that concern postcolonial lit? In what ways does postcolonialism inform us in our reading 
of literary and cinematic texts and images? How does postcolonial literature engage the issues 
of race, belonging, gender, sexuality, and class? Some major themes for class discussion 
might include Nationalism and Nation, Hybrid Identities, Genders and Sexuality, Globalization 
and Postcoloniality. 


This course examines the relationship between place and identity as expressed in the literature 
of Postcolonial writers. In doing so, it considers the relationship (historically, culturally, 
politically) to Europe and formerly colonized territories ; it explores various questions concerning 
identity which manifest as major themes in Postcolonial literature and related criticism: 
slavery/colonization, nation/nationalism, migration/exile, home/belongingness, 
race/gender/sexuality. The course situates these themes in the broader context of globalization 


and the ways in which relations between formerly colonized territories and the metropoles 
continue to transform these locations as geopolitical and cultural spaces. 


Postcolonial writers have a legacy of activism, resistance. This activism began during slavery 
and continues to the present, albeit assuming various forms and modes of intervention. This 
course is anchored in a discussion of the ways in which postcolonial literature in multiple genres 
— novel, memoir, poetry, essays, drama - address a multiplicity of themes and give focus to 
resistance, activism and political engagement both in creative and theoretical works. 


This course further seeks to enhance students’ ability to read theoretical texts in conjunction 
with literary texts. We will examine the porous border between theory and aesthetic expression, 
putting theory in dialogue with literary texts in order to hone students’ critical skills of close 
reading and ensure they understand more fully the contextual frames available for structuring 
responses to works of the creative imagination. Selected works will be drawn from areas 
including Africa, the Caribbean, Australia, India and Canada. Students will have the opportunity 
to research and discuss the work of a range of Postcolonial writers. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 


Europe’s Empires emerged between the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and by the time of the Great 
War/First World War, the European empire controlled more than 85% of the rest of the globe. The 
extent and duration of the European empire and its disintegration after the Second World War have led 
to widespread interest in colonial and postcolonial society and culture. Postcolonial Studies addresses 
these interests. It is a vital multidisciplinary field, encompassing literature, sociology, anthropology, 
history, philosophy, and political science. Postcolonial theory, therefore, is inherently interdisciplinary 


and multicultural. Heavily influenced by Marxism, feminism, postmodernism, and psychoanalysis, it 
explores questions of subject formation, power relationships, representation, racial and gender 
constitution, resistance to domination, etc. in the contexts of colonialism and its afterward mutations. 


This course will examine postcolonial literature with special attention to historical specificity. We will 
explore diverse texts and important authors who produce postcolonial literature. We will engage the 
major issues and themes that dominate postcolonial novels. We will wrestle with questions such as: 
What is Postcolonial literature? What sets it apart? What are the major issues that concern postcolonial 
lit? In what ways does postcolonialism inform us in our reading of literary and cinematic texts and 
images? How does postcolonial literature engage the issues of race, belonging, gender, sexuality, and 
class? Some major themes for class discussion might include Nationalism and Nation, Hybrid Identities, 
Genders and Sexualities, Globalization and Postcoloniality. 


This course examines the relationship between place and identity as expressed in the literature of 
Postcolonial writers. In doing so, it considers the relationship (historically, culturally, politically) to 
Europe and formerly colonized territories; it explores various questions concerning identity which 
manifest as major themes in Postcolonial literature and related criticism: slavery/colonization, 
nation/nationalism, migration/exile, home/belongingness, race/gender/sexuality. The course situates 
these themes in the broader context of globalization and the ways in which relations between formerly 
colonized territories and the metropoles continue to transform these locations as geopolitical and 
cultural spaces. 


Postcolonial writers have a legacy of activism, resistance. This activism began during slavery and 
continues to the present, albeit assuming various forms and modes of intervention. This course is 
anchored in a discussion of the ways in which postcolonial literature in multiple genres — novel, memoir, 
poetry, essays, drama - address a multiplicity of themes and give focus to resistance, activism and 
political engagement both in creative and theoretical works. 


This course further seeks to enhance students’ ability to read theoretical texts in conjunction with 
literary texts. We will examine the porous border between theory and aesthetic expression, putting 
theory in dialogue with literary texts in order to hone students’ critical skills of close reading and ensure 
they understand more fully the contextual frames available for structuring responses to works of the 
creative imagination. Selected works will be drawn from areas including Africa, the Caribbean, Australia, 
India and Canada. Students will have the opportunity to research and discuss the work of a range of 
Postcolonial writers. 


COURSE POLICIES 
Cell Phone During Class Sessions: Under no circumstances should a student text or talk on his/her cell 
phone during regular class time. All cell phones should be in silent mode or turned off during regular 


class time. 


Statement on Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. It involves presenting the work of 
someone else as though it were your own, that is, without properly acknowledging the source. Sources 


include published and unpublished work. Failure to acknowledge the source from which you derive 
material suggests intent to deceive. All acts of willful plagiarism (papers copied from a written text 
without documentation, a classmate’s work, or the internet) will result in failure of the assignment and 
possibly failure of the course. 


Attendance constitutes a minimum obligation. Students are required to attend class promptly and 
regularly, to read all texts thoughtfully, and to participate actively in class discussions without exception. 
Students are expected to be on time for each meeting. In the event of absences, students are 
responsible for the work assigned or covered during the class period(s) of absence. Excused absences 
must be officially documented. Students will be allowed to make up missed assignments only when they 
have submitted adequate documentation. Tardiness is disruptive and discourteous to the class and is to 
be avoided. 


Please note the following important dates: 

Mid-term break: Thurs October 6 — Sun. October 9, inclusive 
National Heroes Day: Monday, October 10. 

Last day to withdraw without academic penalty: Fri. October 28. 
University Charter Day: Thursday. November 10 

Last day of classes: Sunday, November 27. 


COURSE READINGS/DISCUSSION 


All assigned readings are to be completed for discussion prior to the day indicated on the syllabus. You 
are required access the text during class, look up ahead of time any vocabulary items, terms, concepts 
pertaining to the reading that you did not understand and keep notes on your reading. Your close 
reading will be a key factor in class discussion. Students will be called upon randomly to share their 
thoughts about the readings and are expected to actively engage in discussion. 


ASSIGNMENT FORMATTING AND PRESENTATION 


All assignments must be typed, double-spaced with a one-inch margin all around. Place your name, 
course number and section and the date at the top left of the first page. Identify the assignment and, in 
the case of essay assignments, provide a title. All assignments must be uploaded by the due date 
indicated. 


ASSESSMENT 


Participation — Discussion is a vital part of the course and constitutes a mode of collaborative learning. 
You will be evaluated on the consistency of your contributions and your engagement in class discussion 
(15%) 

Short response papers — You are required to write five short responses based on course readings. Select 
a theme relevant to the assigned readings and provide your own critical evaluation. (25% - 12.5 each)) 
In-semester essays — You will write two in-semester essays each of around six (6) pages in length (15% 
for each for a total of 30%) 


Final paper — your final paper is required to be 10-12 pages in length. (30%) 


COURSE TEXTS 
Course Core Texts 


Non-Fiction 
[ ] ASmall Place by Jamaica Kincaid (Caribbean — Antigua) 


Memoir 
[ ] Meatless Days by Sara Suleri (India) 


Novels 

[ ] Foe by J.M. Coetzee (South Africa) 
[ ] by (Caribbean — ) 

[ ] by (Australia) 


Supplementary Texts (Critical, Contextual and Theoretical Readings) 


[ ] 


[ ] “Heroic Ethnocentrism: The Idea of Universality in Literature” by Charles Larson 


ENGL 415 — Postcolonial Literature 
Explicating Scholarly Articles/Essays 


This assignment requires students to show their prowess in reading, understanding, and explicating 
critical articles. The following rubric is used to assess this competency. Numerical values are awarded to 
each of ten categories as follows: Excellent:10 points; Good: 8 points; Fair: 6 points; Poor: 4 points 


Name Title of Article 
DESCRIPTOR SCORE 
Introduces the article effectively and demonstrates 2 4 6 8 10 


excellent grasp of the content 


Foregrounds the Issue and Main Ideas to be considered 2 4 6 8 10 
Employs appropriate strategies to “teach” the class 2 4 6 8 10 
to ensure peers’ comprehension 


Presents information in a logical, interesting sequence 2 4 6 8 10 


Explicates complex ideas confidently and accurately 2 4 6 8 10 

Demonstrates ability to synthesize material from text 2 4 6 8 10 

Engages questioning strategy effective to encourage peer 2 4 6 8 10 discussion 
Uses visual aids well to support the ideas being presented 2 4 6 8 10 

Uses appropriate gestures and expressions; uses engaging 2 4 6 8 10 


tone and vocabulary to enhance presentation 


Concludes by recapping information presented, andends with 2 4 6 8 10 
a clear summary of "take home points." 


Raw score out of 100 Final out of 10 


ENGL 415 — Postcolonial Literature 
Week-by-Week schedule — subject to change 
Fall 2021 


Week 1 — Aug 22, 24 

Introduction to the course 

What is postcolonialism? 

Reading the Introduction of The Empire Writes Back (Ashcroft et al) 
Homework: Read Foe, part 1 

Biography of 


Week 2 — Aug 29, 31 

From Postcolonial Key Concept — defining critical terms within postcolonial discourse 

Agency, Anticolonialism, Apartheid, Binarism, Caribbean/West Indies, Cartography, Colonialism, 
Commonwealth, Creole, Creolization, Diaspora, Discourse 

The importance of a conceptual and critical vocabulary within a field of study 

Homework: Complete reading of Foe 


Week 3—Sept 5, 7 

Discussion of Foe as postcolonial text 

Locate and read one critical essay on the novel 

HW: Respond to assigned questions on the novel, Foe. 


Week 4 — Sept 12, 14 

Biography of; in-class reading of Empire Writes Back, pp.144-152 

Reading the novel 

Reading prepared notes on the Novel — situating it in the C’bean Literary tradition 


Week 5 — Sept 19, 21 

Monday: Public Holiday — Funeral of the Late Queen Elizabeth Il 

Cont’d discussion of 

Read 

Homework: Respond to question on ; Read “Heroic Ethnocentrism: The Idea of Universality in 
Literature” by Charles Larson 


Week 6 — Sept 26, 28 

Short Response #1 — Question on due (M) 
Presentation on “Heroic Ethnocentrism” (W) 
Introduction to Jamaica Kincaid 

Homework: Read A Small Place (pp. 1-37); Read 
Biography of 


Week 7 — Oct 3,5 

In-class discussion of A Small Place 

Presentation on (W) 

Homework: Conclude reading of A Small Place (pp.41-81); 


Week 8 — Oct 10, 12 

Monday — Public Holiday, National Heroes’ Day 

Short Response #2 on A Small Place (due Friday Oct 14) 
Presentation on (W) 

Homework: Read Meatless Days, pp. 1-72 

Biography of 


Week 9 — Oct 17, 19 

Cont’d reading of Meatless Days (pp.73-130) 

(W) 

Homework: Read; conclude reading of Meatless Days (pp.131-186) 


Week 10 — Oct 24, 26 
Discussion of last segment of Meatless Days 
Presentation on Homework: Respond to one question on Meatless Days; Read 


Week 11 — Oct 31, Nov 2 
Essay #1 on Meatless Days due (M) 
(W) 


Read “Australian literature as Postcolonial Literature 
Author bio — Homework: Read 


Week 12 — Nov 7,9 
Reading “Of Mimicry and Man” by Homi Bhabha 
Homework: Read) 


Week 13 — Nov 14, 16 
Presentation on “Of Mimicry and Man” (W) 
Homework: Read), Respond to one question on the novel (In-semester Essay #2) 


Week 14 — Nov 21, 23 


In-semester Essay #2 due (M) 
Final Paper due date: Friday, December 2 by 11:59 pm 


ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST 
ASSIGNMENT 


IN-CLASS DISCUSSION/TEXT EXPLICATION (15%) 

This assignment requires you to prepare notes, questions, and perspectives 
relative to the assigned reading(s) — to provide explication, pose questions, 
for successful contribution to class discussion, engaging strategies that 
facilitate peer comprehension of, and engagement with the material 

See evaluation rubric for this assignment) 


DUE DATE 


Wed. Sept 28 
Wed. Oct 05 
Wed. Oct 12 
Wed. Oct 19 
Wed. Oct 26 
Wed. Nov 02 
Wed. Nov 09 


SHORT RESPONSE PAPERS (25%) 

This assignment requires you to write a response of about 3-4 pages based on 

texts, theoretical, and critical readings. There are two (2) papers in this category 

and cumulatively they constitute 25% (12.5 each) of your overall grade. The purpose 
of the assignment is to enhance your ability to read theoretical texts in conjunction 
with literary texts, putting theory in dialogue with literary texts in order to hone close 
reading skills and ensure you understand the contextual frames available for 
structuring responses to works of the creative imagination. 


[ ] Short Response paper #1- (Novel) | Mon. Sept 26 
[ ] Short Response paper #2 A Small Place (Non-fiction) Fri 


IN-SEMESTER ESSAYS (30%) 

These in-semester essays should be about 5-6 pages in length. There are two of 
these, each worth 15%.They should present a literary argument that is well 
supported by textual references and the integration of relevant theoretical frames. 


[ ] In-Semester Essay #1 
Oct 31 
[ ] In-Semester Essay #2 
Nov 21 


MAJOR PROJECT/PAPER (30%) Fri. Dec 02 


This assignment requires you to write on two or more texts, as a comparative 

paper, or on multiple texts exploring a particular thematic focus. The paper may 

be an elaboration of an earlier short response paper. Additional areas for exploration 
may include discussion of Postcoloniality within specificities of location, race, ethnicity, 
gender, historical moment. The essay should be approximately 10-12 pages long and 
should represent a substantial amount of research, analytic thought, and mastery of 
theoretical concepts. 


e Mark as done 

CO) ENGL 415 Supplementary Reading BookletFile 
e Mark as done 

° Presentation RubricFile 
e Mark as done 

Week 1 - Aug 22 & 24 - Course Introduction/What is Postcolonialism? 
o What is Postcolonial Literature? 
e Introduction to the Postcolonial Novel 


Oct 14 


Mon. 


Mon. 


Reading The Empire Writes Back (Intro) 


e The importance of a critical vocabulary 
e Homework: Read Coetzee's novel, Foe, part 1 


tT ° 
e A authorities: Postcolonial Challenges in Coetzee's FoeFile 
e Mark as done 


Week 2 - Aug 29 & 31 
Defining critical terms within postcolonial discourse: 


o Agency, Anti-colonialism, Apartheid, 
e Caribbean vs. West Indian, 
e Cartography, Colonialism,Commonwealth, 
e Creole, Creolization, 
e Diaspora, Discourse 


e Homework; Complete reading of Foe (parts 2,3,&4)for discussion next class 


e Scholarly article on the novel, FoeFile 
e Mark as done 


Week 3 - Sept 5 & 7 
Reading Scholarly Articles on the Novel, Foe 


o "Heroic Ethnocentricism: The Idea of Universality in Literature by Charles Larson 
(Uploaded in Supplementary Reading) 


e Locate and read one critical essay on the novel, Foe. 


e Homework: Respond to assigned questions on the novel 


Week 4 - Sept 12 & 14 
e formulate one question for class discussion 


Week 5 - Sept 19 & 21 


e Locate a scholarly essay on the novel and bring to class for discussion 


e Homework: Respond to assigned question on 


e ENGL 415 - Short Response Assignment 
e Mark as done 


e Short Response Paper #1Assignment 
e Opened: Friday, 23 September 2022, 12:00 AM 
e Due: Monday, 26 September 2022, 11:59 PM 
e Done 
Week 6 - Sept 26 & 28 
Intro to Jamaica Kincaid 


o Read A Small Place 


e Read by 


e by 


e Begin brainstorming ideas for your final paper! 


Week 7 - Oct 3&5 
Continued reading and Discussion of Kincaid's Essay 


© _In-class discussion of A Small Place (pp. 1-37 


e Homework: Read the text to conclusion 


Week 8 - Oct 10 (Public Holiday) & 12 
Focus on Sara Suleri: A Postcolonial Feminist Perspective 


o Read by 
e Asian Postcolonial theories/ focus on memoir-writing 
e Read Meatless Days by Sara Suleri 


e Locate a critical essay on the text (memoir) 


e Homework: Formulate one question about Meatless Days for in-class discussion 


e ENGL 415 - Short Response #2 - A Small PlaceFile 
e Mark as done 


) Short Response Paper #2Assignment 

e Opened: Wednesday, 12 October 2022, 12:00 AM 

e Due: Friday, 14 October 2022, 11:55 PM 

e Done 
CO) Meatless Days - Critical ResponseFile 
e Mark as done 

Week 9 - Oct 17 &19 
Monday: 


Concluding discussions on "Meatless Days" 


Wednesday: 


o Read “Of Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial Discourse” by Homi K. Bhabha 


e Homework: Respond to assigned questions on the text (comparative response?) 


e Postcolonial South Asian Literature and the Quest for IdentityFile 
e Mark as done 


e ENGL 415 - Essay - Meatless DaysFile 
e Mark as done 
° In-Semester Essay -Meatless Days (Sara Suleri)Assignment 
e Opened: Monday, 31 October 2022, 12:00 AM 
e Due: Monday, 7 November 2022, 11:55 PM 
e Done 


Week 10 - Oct 24 & 26 
The Australian Postcolonial 


o Read “Australian literature as Postcolonial Literature” by Nathanael O’Reilly 


) Australian Post-colonialismFile 

e Mark as done 
e Biography - J.M. Cotzee File 

e Mark as done 


Week 11 - Oct 31 & Nov 2 


o Discussion of 


° Reading Check Questions: 
e Mark as done 


Week 12 November 7, 9 


o Discussion of Meatless Day and the questions given as essay choices 
e ENGL 415 Final Paper Suggested TopicsFile 
e Mark as done 
Week 13 - November 14, 16 
o Continued research for Final Paper 


e Outlining the Final Paper 


Week 14 - Nov 21 & 23 
Researching and Writing of Final Paper 


© Final paper due Friday December 3rd by 11:59 pm 


) Outline for Final PaperAssignment 
e Opened: Saturday, 26 November 2022, 8:00 AM 


e Due: Saturday, 26 November 2022, 11:59 PM 

e Done 
° Final Paper- Literary ArgumentAssignment 
e Opened: Wednesday, 30 November 2022, 8:00 AM 
e Due: Saturday, 3 December 2022, 11:59 PM 


e Done 
e In-Class Presentation - Explicating a Scholarly ArticleAssignment 
e Opened: Friday, 2 December 2022, 6:18 AM 
e Due: Friday, 2 December 2022, 6:18 AM 
e Mark as done 


